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    PROFESSIONAL PROFILEPublic Policy professional specializing in digital governance, institutional development, sustainability, and technology policy. Experienced in programme coordination, policy research, stakeholder engagement, institutional documentation, academic collaboration, and public communication. My work spans digital transformation, responsible AI, sustainability, climate policy, and governance through research, publications, parliamentary experience, media engagement, and university collaborations. I enjoy translating complex policy ideas into practical programmes, coordinating multidisciplinary stakeholders, organizing institutional initiatives, and supporting evidence-based decision-making.

EDUCATION
O Level | St Mary’s Academy, Lalazar, Rawalpindi, Pakistan | 2018
[bookmark: _Hlk219411538]BS in Government and Public Policy | National Defence University, Islamabad, Pakistan | 2020-2024
· [bookmark: _Hlk218721215]Related Courses: Public Policy Process, Law & Public Policy, Regulatory Governance, Programme Evaluation, Organization Leadership, Computer Science
MS in Government & Public Policy |National University of Sciences & Technology, Islamabad, Pakistan| 2024-2026
· Related Courses: Research Methodology, Policy Analysis & Evaluation, Sustainable Development Theory & Practice, Disaster Risk Management & Reduction.

WORK EXPERIENCE
[bookmark: _Hlk235031368]2024-Present| Islamabad, Pakistan 
Independent Public Policy & Regulatory Governance Researcher
· Research and publish analytical articles on public policy, digital governance, responsible AI, sustainability, climate policy, geopolitics, international relations, diplomacy, government affairs, political economy, and philosophy.
· Translate complex policy, governance, and technological developments into accessible, evidence-based analysis for public and professional audiences.
· Produce long-form policy essays, opinion articles, and research-based commentary grounded in academic literature and contemporary policy debates.
· Monitor national and international policy developments, regulatory reforms, and geopolitical trends to develop timely analytical content.
· Conduct independent desk research using government reports, legislation, academic publications, think tank reports, and international policy frameworks.
· Communicate policy issues through clear, structured writing while engaging diverse audiences across academia, policymaking, and civil society.
· Build expertise in strategic communication, public engagement, and policy advocacy through sustained writing on emerging governance challenges.
· Contributor to The News International, ARY Blogs, The Pakistan Frontier, & Substack with pieces centred on different emerging issues. 
2020-2024| Islamabad, Pakistan
Research Assistant (Part-time / Academic Research)
· Conducted comprehensive literature reviews using academic journals, government publications, donor reports, and policy documents.
· Performed documentary analysis and synthesized qualitative and quantitative evidence to support research projects.
· Assisted in drafting research papers, policy briefs, analytical reports, conference papers, and academic manuscripts.
· Reviewed legislation, regulatory frameworks, policy instruments, and institutional reports to support comparative policy analysis.
· Supported data collection, thematic coding, citation management, proofreading, and academic editing.
· Contributed to research examining governance reform, regulatory systems, public administration, health policy, sustainable development, and institutional effectiveness.
· Collaborated with faculty on research design, evidence synthesis, and preparation of publication-ready manuscripts.
21/07/2022 – 03/10/2022| Islamabad, Pakistan Television Host & Policy Researcher
· Hosted discussions on climate policy, public policy, governance, international affairs, diplomacy, digital transformation, and sustainable development.
· Moderated conversations involving academics, policymakers, and public officials.
· Presented complex governance and policy issues in an accessible manner to wider audiences while strengthening public engagement and communication.
05/11/2020 – Occasional | Islamabad, Pakistan
Guest Commentator – Pakistan Television Corporation (PTV)
· Appear on news and policy segments; distilled complex themes into clear, quoted soundbites and human-centred explanations.

06/08/2021 – 15/09/2021| Islamabad, Pakistan
Research Intern at National Assembly of Pakistan
· Conducted legislative and policy research supporting parliamentary proceedings and committee work.
· Prepared briefing notes, background papers, committee summaries, and policy analyses for parliamentary use.
· Assisted in documentation, official correspondence, and institutional coordination.
· Monitored policy developments and synthesized evidence into concise reports for decision-makers.
· Coordinated with ministries and institutional stakeholders on research assignments.

SKILLS, PUBLICATIONS AND CERTIFICATES
· Methods: Policy Analysis • Programme Coordination • Stakeholder Engagement • Institutional Documentation • Monitoring & Reporting • Research Methods • Qualitative Analysis • Workshop Coordination • Project Documentation • Report Writing • Presentation Development • Microsoft Word • Excel • PowerPoint
Policy and Research Projects: 
· Master’s Thesis: Reconstructing Digital Decolonization through Iqbal: FOSS and Semiconductor Policies:  (Grade A) 
Designed an original governance framework examining digital sovereignty, Free and Open-Source Software (FOSS), semiconductor policy, and institutional capability across Pakistan, China, and India. The research evaluated whether technology policies translate into accountable governance, technical capacity, innovation, and institutional stewardship. Through documentary analysis, process tracing, and semi-structured interviews, the thesis assessed policy implementation, governance structures, and regulatory effectiveness while proposing a model of technological selfhood grounded in ethical and institutional renewal.
· Mazhar, H., Ahmad Khan, A., Jalil Shah, H., & Iftikhar, H. (2026). Salvific rhetoric and democratic restraints: Techno-messianism in American semiconductor and AI governance. Social Science Review Archives, 4(2), 66–87. https://doi.org/10.70670/sra.v4i2.1997
Peer-reviewed research introducing the concept of Techno-Messianism to explain how governments employ ethical narratives and strategic discourse to legitimize AI and semiconductor policy. Using Critical Discourse Analysis, the study examined governance frameworks, regulatory strategy, technology ethics, and policy implementation across the Trump and Biden administrations.
· Certifications:
· Philosophy of Science (University of Pennsylvania) 
· Generative AI: Governance, Policy, and Emerging Regulation (University of Michigan)
· Generative AI Leadership (Google)
